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SCENE & HEARD: Happy 1st birthday, BYP

Young Professionals make good works their business
By Erin Ryan - Treasure
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Boise Young Professionals is about to turn a year old, and

there is much to celebrate. {7 Digg This Story " Del.icio.us

When the Boise Metro Chamber of Commerce launched the i v

group last October, organizers never imagined it would be -

s0 successful so fast, To date, there are more than 600
members, and for only $50 a year, they have access to
networking opportunities, social and cultural events,
leadership development workshops, community
enrichment — anything that facilitates BYP's mission to
connect, empower and engage the next generation.

"We want to attract and retain talented young
professionals, prepare the future work force and leaders of
the community,” said Ben Quintana, director of the
Chamber's Small Business Success Center and manager of
BYP. "The more involved they are in the community, the
more likely they are to stay.”

That concept of involvement, however sweeping, is a
cornerstone of BYP. Its administration is portioned into six
"work teams,” or committees, one devoted entirely to
community and civic involvement,

Rhea Allen and Robin Rausch are its co-chairwomen, and
both exemplify the spirit of BYP, not to mention its target
membership.

Allen, 29, is the president and CEO of Peppershock Media Brad Talbutt / Idaho Statesman

Productions, a Nampa-based video and media production Ben Quintana, who is with the Boise Metro
company. Rausch, 34, is public relations manager at DBSI- Chamber of Commerce and is the manager
Discovery Real Estate Services, a commercial investment of the Boise Young Professionals, chats at a
real estate company based in Boise. They are young, recent meeting held at the Boise Art
successful and busy, but making time to give back is a Museum.

focus in both of their lives,

"I take on a lot because I have to have that constant
challenge, constant movement to make things happen,”
Allen said. "You get so much more in return when you give
back to the community that gives to you."”



Allen explained that while networking is traditionally thought of as a business word, it is just as vital to
the nonprofit sector in cultivating new partnerships, manpower and funding. BYP provides opportunities
for its members to meet and greet representatives of worthy organizations in the hope that some of
them will get involved.

"At the last luncheon, people came up to me and said, 'I never really knew how to get involved. Nobody
gave me the invitation and said here's how to do it or gave me the opportunity,' ™ Allen said. "BYP gives
the opportunities without the pressure.”

April was National Volunteer Month, and BYP put on an event with United Way's D.I.R.T. (Direct Impact
Response Team) to give its members a taste of local philanthropy, including the detox center project,
Terry Reilly Health Services, Boys and Girls Club and Idaho Conservation League.

A June luncheon featuring Big Brothers Big Sisters resulted in 17 new inquiries about mentoring.

And in July, BYP hosted its first big charity event, and the "Casino Royale"-themed bash raised more



